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Music Policy

Gastrells Primary School

Policy on Music 2021

This policy should be read alongside the Gastrells School Intent, Implementation and Impact 
statement for Music and Gastrells Singing Strategy.

1 Purpose             

At Gastrells, we recognise Music as a universal language that is an integral element in the 
broad and balanced curriculum offered to pupils at the school. Music is recognised as 
essential to educational and personal development of pupils, and plays a central role in the 
communal life of the school. We aspire to deliver a high quality music education that 
engages, challenges and inspires all children. 

The Music Curriculum at Gastrells is designed to meet the requirements of the National 
Curriculum for Music, which aims to ensure that all pupils:

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music

 be taught to sing, create and compose music

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated.

2        Aims

Through the teaching of Music at Gastrells, we aim for every child not only to have the 
experience of learning a tuned instrument and understanding music notation, but also 
to enjoy participating in music as an integral part of their personal journey at the 
school. Children regularly participate in singing as a means of collective expression 
and celebration, and learn to experience music as a unique articulation of ideas and 
emotion. 

At Gastrells we aim to ensure that all pupils:
 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historic periods,

genres, styles and traditions, including the works of great composers and 
musicians

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose and make music on 
their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of
musical excellence

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, 
including through its inter-related dimensions: pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture, structure and appropriate musical notations

Through listening, singing, playing, evaluating, analysing, and performing music from a 
wide variety of styles, traditions and genres, children gain a positive experience of music
as a universal means of artistic expression. Pupils at Gastrells are enthusiastic to 
participate in music, and our aim is to foster a confidence in self expression through the 
many opportunities to perform that are offered during their journey through the school. 
Our aim is that children learn to understand the important cultural value of music, and to 
nurture enthusiasm, confidence and curiosity in the subject, so that they will go on to 
further involve themselves in musical performance beyond Gastrells. Our aim is that 
children leave Gastrells with a positive, varied experience of the subject, and a confidence 
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to express themselves through music, with an enthusiasm and confidence which they will 
build on the next stage of their lives.

                        

 3 Teaching and learning style

 We recognise that in all classes, children have a wide range of musical ability, and so we 
seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of 
the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways:

 setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses
 setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks)
 grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability 

group
 providing resources of different complexity, depending on the ability of the child
 using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children 

4        Additional music teaching

Pupils will have a broad and positive experience of music at Gastrells, with a range of 
music related activities threaded throughout the year. Alongside communal singing and 
discrete music lessons in their respective classes, a variety of high quality and inclusive 
enrichment activities involving music are offered to pupils:

 annual performance of a musical playscript by each class, involving every child on 
stage; 

 KS2 Christmas Concert, with class songs and opportunity for solo instrumentalists to 
perform; 

 Gastrells’ Got Talent, in which talented musicians can choose to perform;

 Young Voices, culminating in a collective singing performance; teaching of dance and 
opportunities for extra-curricular contemporary dance performance; 

 Rock Band after school club, focusing on performance of contemporary music in a 
group setting, culminating in an end of year performance to the school.

Pupils at Gastrells have access to a range of visiting peripatetic music tutors, including 
guitar, piano, violin and drums, with eligible pupils receiving financial support for lessons 
through the Make Music Gloucestershire Bursary scheme.        

     

5 Music curriculum planning 

Children’s understanding and enthusiasm for Music at Gastrells is developed both 
through discrete Music lessons, targeted to deliver the learning aims and objectives set 
out in units of learning in the Music Scheme of Work, as well as through collective 
singing and other opportunities for musical performance at the school, which serve to 
further develop and enrich children’s understanding in the subject. 

Teachers at Gastrells use the Music Scheme of Work published by Charanga Music to 
plan music lessons. The Charanga Scheme of Work provides all plans, activities and 
resources for the delivery of the Music Curriculum for an academic year for each year 
group across Key Stages 1 & 2, from EYFS to Year 6, and ensures progressive learning 
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that meets the requirements of the National Curriculum. The implementation of the 
curriculum through the Scheme of Work ensures a balanced coverage of each of the 
aims of the National Curriculum, with progressive development in skills and knowledge 
throughout their time at the school. Charanga offers teachers flexibility to link units of 
work in Music to topics in other subjects, and also to adapt activities for percussion, 
singing or the use of tuned instruments. Charanga also provides those teachers who 
may not be confident musicians a comprehensive framework of resources to be enable 
them to explore, analyse, create, compose and perform music with children. Charanga 
resources feature easy to follow animated sequences for children to learn songs on the 
glockenspiel and recorder, both of which are available for all classes to use at Gastrells.

 

6 The Foundation Stage

We teach music in reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during 
the year. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, 
we relate the musical aspects of the children's work to the objectives set out in the Early 
Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to 
five. Music contributes to a child's academic journey and their knowledge and 
understanding of the world  as well as to their personal and social development. 

7 The contribution of music to teaching in other curriculum areas

All pupils at Gastrells have the experience of learning to play an instrument and to read 
music, as part of timetabled curriculum lessons. Teaching embraces cross curricular links 
to other subjects, and recognises music as a powerful tool for enhancing and deepening 
the learning experience in all subjects. Scientific research shows that music education 
plays a significant role in developing children’s intellectual, linguistic, social and creative 
potential across the curriculum. Learning music enhances the development of speech and 
reading skills, stimulates discerning listening and develops auditory processing skills.  
Music education encourages children to develop empathy for other people and cultures 
and explore emotions and ideas. Through Music education pupils also develop an 
understanding of culture and history, both in relation to music from around the world as 
well as to students individually. Participation in musical performance is inherently 
enjoyable, rewarding and uplifting, promoting positive self esteem and confidence. It 
promotes social collaboration and communication, and gives children opportunity to 
express and explore their own unique ideas and emotions in a language that is accessible 
and universal.  

7.1 English

Music contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting
the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Children develop their language skills 
through singing songs, with attention to diction, meaning, rhythm and rhyme. They use 
reference books, and develop research skills, when finding out about the history of music 
and musicians. Music is also used to stimulate discussion or creative writing. Through 
working with others in a musical setting, children develop their ability to communicate ideas
effectively.

7.2 Mathematics

The teaching of music contributes to children's mathematical understanding in a variety of 
ways. Children who study notation and the structure of music are observing patterns and 
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processes. Talent in music is often linked with talent in mathematics, as the rhythm and 
structure of music are mathematically based.

7.3 Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship

Music contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education and 
citizenship. Through the common goal of making music, children learn to work effectively 
with other people, and to build up good relationships. Music is the basis of many social 
activities, and has an important role to play in the personal development of many young 
people. It has a vital role to play in building self-confidence. Participation in successful 
public musical performances is sometimes one of the most memorable things young 
people do at school.

7.4 Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

Creating, performing or listening to music can sometimes be a moving and even spiritual 
experience. We encourage children to reflect on the important effect that music has on 
people's moods, senses and quality of life. Children at Gastrells have the opportunity to 
encounter music from many cultures and, through their growing knowledge and 
understanding of the music, they develop more positive attitudes towards other cultures 
and societies.

8 Music and inclusion

8.1 At our school, we teach music to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. 
Through our music teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to 
make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special 
educational needs as well as those with special gifts and talents. 

8.2 When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special 
educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom 
organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation – so that we can take some 
additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. Assessment 
against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child's attainment and progress 
against expected levels. This helps to ensure that our teaching is matched to the child's 
needs. 

8.3 Intervention through School Action and School Action Plus will lead to the creation of an 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) for children with special educational needs. The IEP may 
include, as appropriate, specific targets relating to music.

8.4 We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning music. 
Where children are to participate in a musical event outside the school, we carry out a risk 
assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all 
pupils.

9 Assessment for learning 

 Children demonstrate their ability in music in a variety of different ways. Teachers will 
assess children's progress in music by making informal judgements as they observe them 
during lessons. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher assesses the work and gives
oral or written feedback, as necessary, to inform future progress.  Pupils are also 
encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work. 
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10 Resources

There are sufficient resources for all music teaching units in the school. All classes have 
access to whole class sets of percussion, recorders and glockenspiels, which feature as 
the key instruments in the Charanga scheme of work.             

11 Monitoring and review
The coordination and planning of the music curriculum are the responsibility of the subject 
leader, who also:

 supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about current 
developments in music and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject;

 regularly reports to the head teacher and governing body, evaluating the strengths 
and weaknesses in music and indicating areas for further improvement

 reviews evidence of the children's work, and observes music lessons across the 
school.

Date:  September 2021

Review: March 2024
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