
Gastrells Newsletter 

We have reached three weeks into lockdown and I couldn’t be prouder of the 
whole Gastrells community. It has been wonderful to see parents and 
children supporting each other through tricky times.   

There has been fantastic engagement from those chil-
dren in school and at home.  It was wonderful this week 
to login to merit assemblies, cook alongs and activity 
breaks with many members of the school community.  
Look out for daily activity breaks on the ‘Activity Break’ 
Team at 10.45am. This will be led by a variety of staff 
and include different activities. This week this has in-

cluded yoga, wake and shake and circuits.  

We do understand that many parents are finding it difficult to bal-
ance home learning with home life—please continue to liaise with 
your child’s class teacher. Don’t forget even with the demands of 
home learning and home working changing the dy-
namic of many households, it’s important to still make 
space for quality time. Things probably will go wrong 
and won’t always be harmonious, this is what hap-
pens in school too, don’t let it become a massive is-

sue and remember we are just at the end of the phone. I know you 
are all taking care of your children but please take the time to look 
after yourselves too. 

Primary schools, including Gastrells are beginning lateral flow testing for staff next 
week.  The information from the NHS:  

Testing is important because staff could be carrying the virus without knowing it and may spread it 
to others. Testing all staff without symptoms will support schools and nurseries to continue to oper-
ate. 
Simple and quick tests using antigen Lateral Flow Devices (LFD) enable the rapid testing of staff, 
from their home, without the need for a laboratory. Primary schools, school-based nurseries and 
maintained nursery schools will be provided with these test kits to distribute to their staff so that 

they can conduct testing at home. 
 

This does however mean that should members of staff be 
asymptomatic they will need to isolate and book a PCR test.  
This could mean an occasion where a bubble would have to 
close or there would not be planned live teaching sessions 
occurring.  
 
At this current time we are fortunate to be receiving a variety 
of food from Fare Share.  We have various ingredients 
should anyone wish to help out and create a couple of freez-
able meals for  us which can be eaten by children in school 
and sent home. If you would be able to do this please con-
tact the office and let us know.  Also if you know of anyone 

who may benefit from a small food parcel please would you let us know. 

 
Dates for the  

diary: 

 
Parents evenings:  

25th, 26th and 
27th Jan  

If you haven’t yet 
signed up for these 
please make sure 
you do.  They will 
be operating 
through Teams.  
The meeting will be 
running throughout 
the evening and 
you will 
be let in 
at your 
allocat-
ed time.  
 
 

A flying start to a life of learning 
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