
Gastrells Newsletter 

This year as we say “Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year” I think we all truly mean it more than any other.  I hope 
that everyone has the chance for a wonderful break, taking 
the opportunity to have some special time with those around 
you, and we wish for more ‘normality’ in 2021.  Thank you for 
all your support in what has been a very emotional year.  
 

As we are unable to hold our carols at the Tabernacle we will 
be holding an online Carol Service  next Wednesday 16th De-
cember at 2pm.  An invitation will be sent out electronically 
next week. Look out for some audience participation too!  
 

We have also been taking part in some Christmassy  activi-
ties, including making a variety of Christmas crafts, and our 
Santa Run for KS2.  The children really enjoyed this 
torchlit run, and were brilliant on both occasions.  

 

We also look forward to our film 
night next week when we will set-
tle down with a Christmassy film 
and some popcorn. 

 
Dates for the  

diary: 

15th Dec— 3.15—
6pm Film Night 

 
16th Dec– Christ-

mas jumper day 
and Christmas 

Lunch—Christmas 
tops, headgear etc 
may be worn with 

school skirts/
trousers 

 

16th Dec– 2pm 
Virtual Carol Con-
cert 
 
18th Dec  - Last 
day of school 
 
4th Jan—Back to 
school 
 
13th Jan—FoG 
meeting  

A flying start to a life of learning 

As we are desperately trying to keep children and 
staff healthy please do not send children to school if 
they have had sickness or Diarrhoea for 48 hours 
after they were last ill.  

Also please ensure you are following the Covid 19 
guidelines, and please book a test if you or your 
child are displaying symptoms. The main symptoms 
are a high temperature, a new continuous cough 
and/or a loss or change to your sense of smell or 

taste. Staff and pupils must not come into the school if they have 
symptoms and must be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in school. DfE 
guidelines state:  Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-
19), having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school, the school 
should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions pro-
vided by NHS Test and Trace. 

For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for corona-
virus(COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the 
school should be contacted. (head@gastrells.gloucs.sch.uk)  

We have had a few queries regarding early finishing.  We have decided to remain open as 
planned until and including 18th December. We feel changing the finish date of term 
would be disruptive to children and parents, especially at this late notice and our INSETs 
are focussed and pre planned in advance to develop staff knowledge and practice. 
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https://gastrellsprimaryschool.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested


Gastrells Newsletter 

 Eagles and Goshawks took us to a dif-
ferent time and location last week, when 
they held their Egyptian day.  Thank you 
to everyone who made an effort to dress 
up—we had some very impressive cos-
tumes 
includ-
ing pyr-
amids, 
Howard 

Carter and sphinx.  I even went into the class-
room to see lunch being ordered from a sarcoph-
agus!  The children’s day was filled with a variety 
of experiences and great learning.  They mummi-
fied tomatoes, played Egyptian games and par-
ticipated in Egyptian maths. 
 

Peregrines really rose to the occasion and even without a live audience were able 
to put on a superb production of A Magical Christmas Journey. It was lovely to see 
so many people able to join us virtually, and enjoy all the hard work that Pere-
grines had put into their play.  I look forward to watching it again when Mr Payne 
collates his recording of it.  Well done Peregrines.  

A huge thank you to all of FoG for their continued fundraising efforts this term. We 
had a brilliant cake sale yesterday and a craft sale this afternoon.  They have also 
been selling second hand, good quality uniform and will also be drawing a fantas-

tic raffle on Monday.  Don’t forget to return your tickets if you 
haven't done so, there are some wonderful prizes.    

Don’t forget to send in your Book 
Fair orders early next week. The 
cases go back on Thursday so 
don’t leave it too late! You should 
have had a catalogue by email. 

A flying start to a life of learning 

As we normally take part in the 
Goodwill Lantern parade at this 
time of year Eagles and Gos-
hawks have been constructing a 
willow dragon which will be sus-
pended in the corridor for all the children to see.  They 

worked together to create a fantastic final piece.  

Our year 6’s have been getting in some 
more netball this week, playing another 
Gastrells vs Gastrells match.  We have a 
talented bunch of players who I hope go 
on to further develop the game even af-
ter they have left Gastrells.  
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