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SECTIONS SUMMARY EVALUATION
1 INTRODUCTION

Key features of subject 

 SEN continues to be a major part of the make-up of Gastrells school

 Current SEN

Attendance for whole school from Autumn Term 1 2018 to Spring Term

4 2019 was 94.5%  same period last year 94.1%

Attendance for whole school from Autumn Term 1 2018 to Spring Term

4 2019 excluding the CIC 95.2% last year 96.3%

Attendance for children with an EHCP from Autumn 1 to Spring 4 was 

88.8% last year, including a 3.18% for one pupil, 86.25%

Rise nationally 4.7% from 4.5%
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Gastrells Community Primary School

2 AREAS FOR SUBJECT  
DEVELOPMENT
Especially achievement and teaching

With a whole school focus on writing, monitoring of appropriate interventions to support 
children with additional needs are in place through provision mapping for each class by the 
class teacher. These interventions are monitored by the SENDCo.

      Continued CPD for all staff,  including Mid-day supervisors.  working with children with SEN – 
with a focus on Mental Health education in line with compulsory teaching of the subject from 
September 2020

Further development of SENDCo role to include

Help identify needs within SAS.

Create a training package of possible offer from Gastrells (In the process, KM has spoken 
with Elsbeth Munroe, local authority advisor, who backed this initiative).

Awareness of LA funding changes with ‘hubs’ and SEND (attending meetings CPD) and action
where necessary.

Update links on website

Share impact and progress with staff and Governors.

.
3

SUCCESSES IN THE SUBJECT 
IN THE PREVIOUS YEAR
Focus should include the 
contribution of the subject to 
meeting whole school priorities

 Transition to secondary schools happening this term with those on the SEN list receiving 1:1 
support for transition as well as additional visits where appropriate).

 Nurture group has 3 sessions a week and supports 8 children
 Nurture SEAL (Social, Emotional Aspects of Learning) providing support for 7 additional 

children whose needs are best met by this intervention, 2 sessions a week.
 Plan, Do, Assess and Review monitored process to support learning in use and termly (6) 

updated Provision Mapping evidencing positive impact of interventions

 Continuous Professional Development (CPD) of Teaching Assistants (TAs). 
Termly meetings for TA’s and TA’s of 1:1 children in mainstream school.
SENDCo attends termly cluster meetings for Stroud area as well as TAC (team around child) 
meetings.

 Children with SEND integrated and happy to be enthusiastic learners
 Children with SEND continue to be well represented in school clubs and competitions. 
 External recognition that Gastrells is considered very good at supporting pupils with SEND 

and integrating them in mainstream school evidenced by children joining us from other 
schools particularly through the school year.

4 ACHIEVEMENT
Attainment, progress and the 
quality of learning for individuals, 
different groups, particularly DSEN 
pupils. – including EYFS, 6th form, 
pupil premium. Emphasise key skill 
development across curriculum 

Strengths Grade Areas for Development
 Nurture Group – children are noticeably more 

able to focus and learn as a result of their 
sessions in Nurture Group

 Nurture Group needs to have funding
in order for it to continue – 

 To have a designated space that can 
be set up as a ‘proper’ nurture room .

 Interventions are met by the class teacher and 
identified in the Provision Mapping of each 
class.

CPD needs met in order that 
interventions can be effective and 
viable. 

       All pupils are supported  so that they can   
       progress and meet their individual targets 
       educationally, socially/emotionally and 
       physically.

 Class Teachers / TA’sto ensure that 
children always know their targets

 Successful transition to secondary school 
provision 

 Continue with good transition 
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5 ADDITIONAL DATA (if needed) 
to support this report

The monitoring of ‘Tapestry’ for tracking and 
recording the learning and achievements of 
children in EYFS. This can also be accessed by 
parents who can then comment on their child’s 
learning and add to the learning journal.

Continuous Professional Development for staff to 
receive training on using and interpreting 
‘Tapestry’.

County continue to send us children with SEN even 
though we have an imbalance in  numbers with our 
children with SEN to non SEN ratio. Tim Brown, 
County SEN advisor, has been made aware of 
Gastrells situation with regard to this.

Link ‘Tapestry’ with all parents of EYFS by 
analysing why some parents have not 
signed up to be active with their child’s 
learning. 
Good response was gathered from parents
to ‘Tapestry’ as a medium for sharing 
learning and achievement. 

Gastrells will continue to monitor the 
situation and alert Governors to further 
developments. 

Physical needs and how they are met have been 
updated in the Special Educational Needs and 
Disability (SEND) Policy and Information Report.

Approval of additions to Policy.

6 TEACHING
Teacher subject knowledge and 
pupil expectations, engagement, 
motivation, challenge, progress, 
independence, reading and literacy
skills, assessment and next steps in 
learning. Marking, feedback.

Strengths  Grade Areas  for Development
Teachers and TA’s identify and meet the needs of 
pupils with SEND, including the next steps.

Mainstream staff are supportive of the CIC ethos

 Staff continue to need appropriate 
support if we are to have increasing
numbers of children with SEND for 
example time to prepare, feedback.

 Mainstream staff to continue with 
the support of the CIC staff and 
children and to assist CIC staff 
when required.



Children continue to respond well to every lesson
having a TBAT (to be able to) with SEND chn 
beginning to see their own ‘next steps’.

 SENDCo to meet Teaching Assistants 
who work 1:1 in Mainstream at least 
once a term to have ‘formal’ 
feedback on the support they give.

 Teachers and Teaching Assistants are very able 
to provide lessons which motivate and engage 
SEN children.

 The Mental Health Lite training is being applied
by staff.

 There is a need for more space to 
allow children with SEND to have 
areas where they can concentrate 
away from the main class.

 CPD -  teaching staff were invited to respond to
a questionnaire on SEND

 Children with SEN asked to respond to the pupil
questionnaire on SEN provision.

 The results of both surveys are informing an 
audit of SEND at Gastrells (see areas for 
development).

 Audit of SEND at Gastrells School. 
This audit has been initiated and due 
to be completed in Summer Term 5, 
providing Governors with a summary 
of areas ‘embedded, in progress and 
not yet started’.

 Questionnaire for Governors on SEND
to be included in the school audit



7 LEARNING BEHAVIOURS 
Including behaviour in lessons & 
around the school, attitudes to 
learning. Pupils’ enjoyment and 
engagement in the subject, views 
of pupils/parents. Include SMSC

Judgement  Grade Areas  for Development
Overall Strengths  
 
Emotional wellbeing/mental Health - 
We have a very effective lunchtime groups for a 
range of pupils. 

 Mainstream staff to continue with 
the support of the CIC staff and 
children and to assist CIC staff 
when required.

 Children continue to feel safe and enjoy 
learning (taken from Pupil Voice)

 To continue to use this safeness to 
extend children to achieve in areas 
that they did not think that they 
could achieve
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 Children continue to behave very well and are 

very polite around school.


 Children are extremely accepting and 
accommodating of others.

 There is a need for more space. All 
available space is used leaving limited
areas for ‘break out’ times.

8 LEADERSHIP/MANAGEMENT
How well leaders - demonstrate 
ambition vision, high expectations, 
improve teaching and learning, develop
staff, sustain improvement. 
Appropriate curriculum, equal 
opportunities, Parental engagement, 

Strengths  Grade Areas for Development
 Gastrells continues to be a school that 

maximises progress plus with SEN pupils and 
this is recognised locally and at county level 
within the SEN team.



 To continue to use our strengths 
offering CPD to staff from other 
schools

 Progress and attainment are reflected in  SEND
pupils, including socially and morally.

 There continues to be a need for 
more SEAL support for individuals 
and families. Engaging parents is vital 
to the continued success of pupils 
with SEND

 Staff engage very well with parents and have 
high expectations of all children.

9 OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS We continue to do a very good job with SEN children.
The SENDCO is seen to be very effective.
The school is recognised locally and by OFSTED for being ‘Very Good’ with SEN 
pupils (this is a regular comment at SEN meetings the SENDCo attends).
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