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Policy on Geography

1 PURPOSE OF STUDY

1.1 At Gastrells Primary School, we provide children with a high-quality geography
education which inspires a curiosity and fascination about the world and its 
people. It also helps them make sense of the ever changing world in which 
they live. Teaching equips pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people,
resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep 
understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.

1.2 As the pupils’ progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help 
them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and 
human processes, as well as the formation and use of landscapes and 
environments. Geographical knowledge provides the tools and approaches 
that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, 
interconnected and change over time.

2 AIMS

2.1 The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:
 develop contextual knowledge of the location of places, seas and oceans, in-

cluding their defining physical and human characteristics
  understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geograph-

ical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring 
about spatial variation and change over time

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to:
 collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through ex-

periences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical pro-
cesses

 interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, dia-
grams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS)

 communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through 
maps and writing at length.
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3 Teaching and learning style

3.1 We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography lessons. We
believe in whole-class teaching methods and we combine these with enquiry-
based research activities. We encourage children to ask as well as answer 
geographical questions. We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of data,
such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures and aerial photographs and we 
enable them to use computing in geography lessons. Children take part in 
role-play and discussions, and they present to the rest of the class. They also 
engage in a variety of problem-solving activities. Wherever possible, we 
involve the children in 'real' geographical activities, e.g. research of a local 
environmental problem, or use of the Internet to investigate a current issue.

3.2 We recognise the fact that there are children of widely different geographical 
abilities in all classes and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all 
children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We 
achieve this through a range of methods from the type of task set to the use of
classroom support.

4 Geography Curriculum Planning 

4.1 We use the national curriculum to plan our geography and link this to our skills
progression table.

4.2 Our curriculum planning is in three phases (long-term, medium-term and 
short-term). Our long-term plan maps the geography topics studied in each 
term during each key stage. The subject leader co-ordinates this plan in 
conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group. Cross curricular links
with other subjects are used where possible. 

4.3 We use the geography curriculum as the basis for our plans. This gives details
of what skills and areas must be covered in each year group. The subject 
leader reviews these plans on a regular basis. In this way, we ensure that 
children cover as much of the National Curriculum, as possible. 

4.4 Each class teacher creates a termly plan. These plans list specific learning 
objectives and expected outcomes for each lesson. The class teacher keeps 
these plans, and can discuss them with the geography subject leader on an 
informal basis.

4.5 We plan the topics in geography so that they build on prior learning. Children 
of all abilities have the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge 
through, through planned progression. 

4.6 We constantly strive to enrich the curriculum and seek ways to extend the 
children’s interest in the world in which they live. One of the ways we aim to do
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this is through our annual ‘World Awareness’ event run throughout the school. 
Each class studies a different country over a set period and teachers plan and 
link as many subjects as possible across the curriculum during this 
‘geography’ based event.

4.7 The whole school engage in a ‘World Awareness fortnight’, whereby each 
class selects a country to study for two weeks, linking all of their lessons to a 
specific place. Cross curricular links include PE, maths, science, art, music 
etc.

5 Skills

5.1 It is exceedingly important that our teaching not only covers the content from 
the National Curriculum, but also teaches the children the skills they need to 
become a geographer. These have been adopted from Focus Education UK 
LTD 2014.

5.2 A Year One Geographer;

 I can keep a weather chart and answer questions about the weather.

 I can explain where I live and tell someone my address.

 I can explain some of the main things that are in hot and cold places.

 I can explain the clothes that I would wear in hot and cold places.

 I can explain how the weather changes throughout the year ad name 
the seasons.

 I can name the four countries in the United Kingdom and locate them 
on a map.

 I can name some of the main towns and cities in the United Kingdom.

5.3 A Year Two Geographer;

 I can say what I like and do not like about the place I live in.

 I can say what I like and do not like about a different place.

 I can describe a place outside Europe using geographical words.

 I can describe the key features of an island.

 I can describe the key features of a place from a picture using words 
like beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, ocean, valley.

 I can explain how jobs may be different in other locations.

 I can explain how an area has been spolit or improved and give my 
reasons. 

 I can explain the facilities that a village, town and a city may need and 
give reasons. 
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 I can name the continents of the world and locate them on a map.

 I can name the world oceans and locate them on a map.

 I can name the capital cities of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland.

 I can find where I live on a map of the United Kingdom.

5.4 A Year Three Geographer;

 I can use the correct geographical words to describe a place.

 I can use some basic Ordnance Survey map symbols.

 I can use grid references on a map.

 I can use an atlas by using the index to find places.

 I can describe how volcanoes are created.

 I can locate and name some of the world’s most famous volcanoes.

 I can describe how earthquakes are created.

 I can name a number of countries in the northern hemisphere.

 I can name and locate the capital cities of neighbouring European 
countries. 

5.5 A Year Four Geographer;

 I can carry out research to discover features of villages, towns or cities.

 I can plan a journey to a place in England. 

 I can collect and accurately measure information (e.g. rainfall, temper-
ature, wind speed, noise levels etc.).

 I can explain why people may be attracted to live in cities.

 I can explain why people may choose to live in one place rather than 
another. 

 I can locate the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn.

 I can explain the difference between the British Isles, Great Britain and 
the United Kingdom.

 I know the countries that make up the European Union (to be con-
firmed).

 I can find at least six cities in the UK on a map.

 I can name and locate some of the main islands that surround the 
United Kingdom.
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 I can name the areas of origin of the main ethnic groups in the United 
Kingdom and in our school. 

5.6 A Year Five Geographer;

 I can plan a journey to a place in another part of the world, taking ac-
count of distance and time.

 I can explain why many cities are situated on or close to rivers.

 I can explain why people are attracted to live by rivers.

 I can explain the course of a river.

 I can name and locate many of the world’s most famous rivers on an at-
las.

 I can name and locate many of the world’s most famous mountainous 
regions in an atlas.

 I can explain how a location fits into its wider geographical location with 
reference to human and economical features.

5.7 A Year Six Geographer;

 I can use Ordnance Survey symbols and 6 figure grid references.

 I can answer questions by using a map. 

 I can use maps, aerial photographs, plans and e-resources to describe 
what a locality might be like.

 I can describe how some places are similar and dissimilar in relation to 
their human and physical features.

 I can name the largest desert in the world and locate desert regions in 
an atlas.

 I can identify and named the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn as well 
as the Arctic and Atlantic Circles.

 I can explain how time zones work and calculate time differences 
around the world. 

6 The Foundation Stage

6.1 We teach geography in reception as an integral part of the topic work covered 
during the year. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the 
National Curriculum, we relate the geographical aspects of the children's work 
to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs), which underpin 
the curriculum planning for children aged zero to five. Geography makes a 
significant contribution to the development of each child's knowledge and 
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understanding of the world, through activities such as collecting postcards 
from different places, singing songs from around the world, or investigating 
what makes a 'good' environment.

7 The contribution of geography to teaching in other curriculum areas

7.1 English

Geography makes a contribution to the teaching of English in our school 
because it actively promotes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and 
listening. We ensure that some of the texts that we use in English are 
geographical in nature. At Key Stage 2, we organise debates on a range of 
issues from volcanoes and earthquakes to climatically change, because we 
believe that these develop speaking and listening skills. Reports, letters and 
recording information will all develop children's writing ability. We also use 
environmental issues as a way of developing the children's writing ability, by 
asking them to record information and write reports, letters etc.

7.2 Mathematics

The teaching of geography in our school contributes to children's 
mathematical understanding in a variety of ways. We teach the children how to
represent objects with maps. The children study space, scale and distance, 
and they learn how to use four- and six-figure grid references. They also use 
graphs to explore, analyse and illustrate a variety of data and look for and 
investigate patterns. 

7.3 Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship

Geography also contributes to the teaching of personal, social and health 
education and citizenship. Firstly, the subject matter lends itself to raising 
matters of citizenship and social welfare. For example, children study the 
effects of people on landscapes and the effects of landscaper on people and 
how they live. Secondly, the nature of the subject means that children have the
opportunity to take part in debates and discussions. We allow them to 
organise campaigns on matters of concern to them, such as re-cycling & litter 
pollution. Thus, geography in our school promotes the concept of positive 
citizenship. 

7.4 Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

We offer children in our school opportunities to ask questions about the 
formation & changing landscapes & the Earth itself and encourage the 
children to reflect on the impact of mankind on our world. We help children to 
develop their knowledge of Britain and other countries and develop their 
understanding of different cultures and ways of life. Geography also 
contributes to the children's appreciation of what is right and wrong by raising 
moral questions during the programme of study.
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7.5 Geography and Computing

Information and communication technology enhances our teaching of 
geography, wherever appropriate, in each key stage. Children use computing 
to enhance their skills in data handling (such as climate, population or river 
data) and in presenting written work. They research information through the 
Internet and other software. Children had the opportunity to communicate with 
pupils in other schools via e-mail, and we offer children the opportunity to 
participate in photography. Detective role-play software teaches them 
geographical facts incidentally.

7.6 Coverage

Class Autumn One Autumn 
Two

Spring 
One

Spring Two Summer 
One

Summer 
Two

Owls Seasonal 
changes 
and atlas 
work

Countries 
of the UK, 
continents 
and 
oceans. 

Compass
Direction
s & map 
skills.

Look at the 
geography 
of the 
school.

Recognise 
Landmarks 
and Human 
and 
Physical 
features.

Compare 
UK with 
Spain

Peregrines Seasons – 
changes in 
Autumn

Seasons – 
changes in 
Autumn

Plants Plants

Ospreys The UK- 
maps and 
understandi
ng atlases

Where is 
Greece? 
Continue 
with 
digital 
and 
paper 
maps.

Understandi
ng ordnance
survey map 
symbols; 
Ancient 
Greece

Volcanoes- 
how do they
happen? 

Earthquake
s- how do 
they 
happen? 

Sparrowhaw
ks

Understandi
ng maps; 
Locating 
cities in UK

-
Countries
that make
up the 
EU

Cities, 
villages and 
towns; 
Planning a 
journey

Goshawks Atlas study, 
maps, digital
technology 
and 
Ordnance 
surveys. 

Locational 
knowledge 
e.g. 
Hemispher
es, 
continents, 

Settleme
nt, land 
use and 
resources
. 

Comparing 
the 
similarities 
and 
differences 
between two

4 and 6 
figure grid 
references 
in contrast 
to Ordnance
surveys. 

Fieldwork 
to include 
planning 
and 
mapping a 
journey.  
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oceans etc. countries. 

Eagles WAW – 
Georgia; 
Climate and 
vegetation; 
Settlements 
and 
resources.

Compasses
and 
Ordnance 
survey 
understandi
ng 

8 Geography and Inclusion

8.1 Geography is taught to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs,
thus helping to provide a broad and balanced education for all. 

8.2 Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child's
attainment and progress against key assessment criteria. This helps to ensure
that our teaching is matched to the child's needs.

8.3 We strive to ensure all pupils to have access to the full range of activities 
involved in learning geography. Where children are to participate in activities 
outside the classroom, such as a visit to a river, we carry out a risk 
assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and 
appropriate for all pupils.

9 Assessment for Learning

9.1 Children demonstrate their ability in geography in a variety of different ways. 
Younger children might, for example, dress up in costumes from different parts
of the world, whilst older pupils might produce a PowerPoint presentation 
based on their investigations of an issue. Teachers will assess children's work 
by making informal judgements during lessons as well as through written 
work, Q&As, knowledge etc. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher 
assesses the work and uses this information to plan future learning. Written or 
verbal feedback is given to the child to help guide his or her progress. Older 
children are encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve 
their own work, as well as self-assessing. 

9.2 We assess work in geography by making informal judgements through 
classroom observations and written work. Once a whole unit of work is 
completed, we make a summary judgement of the work of each pupil in 
relation to the skills outlines in the National Curriculum. This information is 
used to plan future work, provide the basis for assessing the progress of 
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individuals, informing parents in end of year reports and to pass information on
to the next teacher at the end of the academic year.

10 Resources

10.1 We have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all the 
geography topics. We keep these resources in a central store as well as a 
collection of geography equipment that the children can use and a range of 
atlases. In the library, we have a supply of geography topic books plus a 
variety of educational software to support the children's work.

10.2 At Gastrells, we use the strengths of the teaching staff to ‘team teach’, 
allowing teachers and teaching assistants to share their cultures with a range 
of classes. This builds a strong rapport between child and teacher. 

11 Fieldwork

11.1 Fieldwork is integral to good geography teaching, and we include as many 
opportunities as we can to involve children in practical geographical research 
and enquiry.

11.2 At Foundation and Key Stage 1, children carry out investigations into the local 
environment, and we give them opportunities to observe and record 
information around the school site. At Key Stage 2, the children study the local
area and through residential visits (in years 4 & 6) to other areas of the 
country.

11.3 For health and safety issues regarding fieldwork, our school follows the 
guidance contained in its policies on Off-Site Visits and on Health and Safety.

12 Britishness and Community Cohesion

12.1 Geography is a perfect vehicle to extend our Britishness and Community 
Cohesion through: -

 to learn within an atmosphere where mutual respect and tolerance is pro-
moted about the geography of the UK

 it gives us a platform to show a willingness to listen to, share and discuss 
ideas fairly in order to reach decision

 the whole school is involved in a range of different aspects of community co-
hesion (see Community Cohesion Policy). We are working to maintain and en-
hance our International Schools Award
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13 Review

13.1 This policy will be reviewed every three years.

Date: April 2015

Last review and update: March 2020

Responsible person: Geography Subject Leader

Gastrells Community Primary School – Geography Policy

Page 12


	Policy on Geography
	3 Teaching and learning style
	3.1 We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography lessons. We believe in whole-class teaching methods and we combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We encourage children to ask as well as answer geographical questions. We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures and aerial photographs and we enable them to use computing in geography lessons. Children take part in role-play and discussions, and they present to the rest of the class. They also engage in a variety of problem-solving activities. Wherever possible, we involve the children in 'real' geographical activities, e.g. research of a local environmental problem, or use of the Internet to investigate a current issue.
	4 Geography Curriculum Planning
	6 The Foundation Stage
	7 The contribution of geography to teaching in other curriculum areas
	7.5 Geography and Computing
	8 Geography and Inclusion
	9 Assessment for Learning
	10 Resources
	11 Fieldwork
	Date: April 2015
	Last review and update: March 2020



