
Gastrells Newsletter 

We have another couple of busy weeks, which many of you will be aware of if 

you have been looking at class blogs or Twitter.  It is wonderful to be able to 

celebrate the successes of our children—we are extremely proud of all the ef-

fort they put into everything they do. Thank you also to staff and parents who 

facilitate all the opportunities our children have.  

 The year 3 / 4 celebrated their success, winning the Stroud 

district netball tournament, being undefeated in all their 

games throughout the tournament. Some of our year 5/6 net-

ballers also had a great time at Wycliffe at the netball festival.  

We look forward to hearing about their year 5 /6 competition 

today. 

Dates for Diaries 
10th Feb—FoG 
meeting—come 
along and join us 
7.30pm Old Nel-
son Stroud 
 

12th Feb—
Goshawks as-
sembly & cake 
sale 

14th Feb— 

 Non uniform 
day. Wear 
what you 
love. 

 Maths work-
shop—
selected y5 
children 

 KS2 gymnas-
tics competi-
tion 

A flying start to a life of learning 

Our dance team blew us away 

again, performing for the first 

time this year at Cheltenham 

Town Hall.  They impressed 

everyone who watched with a 

superbly choreographed piece, 

representing the theme of Toy 

Story.  It was a wonderful start 

and we look forward to the first 

competitive dance in Oxford lat-

er in the term.   

Thank you to BPI for allowing our eco and school 

council to visit their premises.  The children had a very 

interesting experience, and learnt a lot about what 

happens to all the soft plastic we recycle.  

The children were able to ask many questions and 

learned about the process that our 

soft plastics go through before being 

created into new products including 

our plastic bench and bin liners! 
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Swimming 2020—2021 

I have been asked by a number of parents about swimming.  In 

September year 2’s (those children who are currently in year 1 ) 

will have swimming lessons between September and December, 

then February and March.  In January and February year 5’s 

(current year 4’s) will be swimming.  This will be swimming and 

Rookie Lifeguarding .  Swimming lessons are compulsory in the 

curriculum .  We are unable to give exact costings at this point in 

the year but it currently costs approximately £66 per half term. 

A flying start to a life of learning 

Should anyone have any old jigsaws (with all the pieces) that they would like 

to donate, school would be very grateful of these.  They allow much mathe-

matical thinking and the development of spatial awareness.  

We have many children across KS2 representing Gastrells in the Stroud Gymnas-

tics competition next week.  They shared their routines and apparatus work with 

parents and friends this week, showing their skill and strength.  

Well done to our year 5 children who have taken part in Bikeability over the last 

couple of weeks.   The instructors commented on how amazing the children have 

been this year—the best class they have had, both with road 

awareness and behavior.  Bikeability allows children to  

 Cycle safely and responsibly 

 Identify and respond to hazards 

 Start and stop on-road journeys 

 Maintain suitable riding positions 

 Share the road with others and communicate with other road users 

 Comply with signals, signs and road markings 

 Manage risk when cycling 

 Negotiate junctions  
 
It was wonderful to have the NSPCC in to talk to the children 

this week, they delivered their Speak Out Stay Safe work with the children, about 

how they keep themselves safe from harm and get help if they have worries. The 

whole school took [art in an assembly and then both year 5 and 6 took part in a 

workshop. 
 

Some of Ospreys have become published poets this year, with many of their 

acrostic poems being published in a school anthology. Have a read of these if you 

get the chance. 
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Attendance 
 
Owls—93.1% 
Peregrines—93.1% 
Ospreys— 92.1% 
Sparrowhawks—90.4% 
Goshawks—96.1% 
Eagles—92.3% 
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